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SLTBJECT: ANTI- AMERICANISM AND POLYTECHNION DEMONSTRATION 
REF: ATHENS 9020 

WE ARE DISTURBED THAT CARAMANLIS, NOTWITHSTANDING HIS 
GREAT PRESTIGE AND HIS OVERWHELMING PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT, 
STILL FELT IT POLITICALLY DESIRABLE TO ACQUIESCE IN PER 
MITTING THE EMBASSY TO BE THE TERMINAL OF THE POLYTECHNION 
MARCH. WE CAN UNDERSTAND HIS WISH TO PRESERVE NATIONAL 
UNITY, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF THE CURRENT PERCEIVED 
THREAT FROM TURKEY, BUT FROM THIS ANGLE, IT APPEARS THAT 
HE HAS OBVIOUSLY PLAYED INTO HANDS OF THOSE EXTREMIST 
ELEMENTS WHO ARE SEEKING TO PROMOTE ANTI-AMERICANISM IN 
GREECE. THOUGH THERE MAY BE SHORT TERM ADVANTAGES FROM 
HIS STANDPOINT TO SUCH A POSTURE, IT IS CLEARLY NOT IN 
LONG-TERM INTEREST OF U.S.-GREEK RELATIONS NOR, WE BELIEVE, 

OF CARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT. THEREFORE, WE STRONGLY ENDORSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 274797 

VIEWS YOU INTEND TO EXPRESS ON THIS MATTER AS DISCUSSED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


IN PARAGRAPH FOUR OF YOUR 9020. KISSINGER 
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